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From: Cootehill Residents Group <croabf@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday 30 September 2024 11:53

To: Appeals2

Subject: ABP Ref - ABP-320707-24 / Cavan CoCo Ref - 372

Attachments: Peace Commissioner Witness Statement.pdf; ABP Ref= ABP-320707-24 Cavan CoCo

Ref - 372.pdf; Signed List_Petition.pdf

Caution: This is an External Email and may have malicious content. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments. When in doubt, contact the ICT Helpdesk.

FAO: Karen Hickey - Executive Officer

Re: ABP Ref - ABP-320707-24 and Cavan CoCo Ref - 372

Dear Ms Hickey

Following the conversation between Laura on behalf of St Michael's Close Residents Association and
yourself and Daniel in An Bord Pleanala on Friday 27th last, please find attached ADDITIONAL
OBSERVATIONS from our Residents Association group in relation to the referral. Please note the
attached Petition is an appendix to our observation.

As confirmed by Karen, - no additional fee is required for this additional observaﬁon.

Please find attached

1) Covering Letter and submission from St Michael's Close Residents Association.

2) Signed List / Petition

3) Peace Commissioner Witness Statement attesting to the Signed Petition.

Please acknowledge receipt of this email.

St Michael's Close Residents Association.

Cootehill Residents for Open Access to Bellamont Forest
CROABF@gmail.com
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ABP Ref - ABP-320707-24 S

1 [Z RSAY |
Section V application referred by Cavan County (Council to An Bord Pleanala on the

following;

Cavan CoCo Ref-372

Whether the development of

(i) a new boundary wing walls and piers, which are in the curtilage of a protected
structure (Bellamont House Ref No CN17036 and Gate Lodge Ref No CV17030),

(i)  the relocation of a public access point into Bellamont Forest

(iii)  the fencing/enclosure of an access habitually used by the public during the
10years preceding such enclosure for recreational purposes and use as a means of
access to Dromore river and Bellamont Forest area of natural beauty and
recreational utility

Station Road, Cootehill, Co Cavan is or is not development and is or is not exempted
development.

In accordance with section 129 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as
amended) we wish to submit the following points in addition to the information
sent in and received by Cavan County Council on 6™ August 2024;

- The question referred to An Bord Pleanala by Cavan County Council as
September 2024 differs in detail to that question which we have requested off
Cavan County Council in our application received. The detail of the section 5
referral by us to Cavan County Council is as per that detailed above in italics.
The referral from Cavan County Council to An Bord Plenala fails to include the
question of development of wing walls, relocation of public access point and
fencing/enclosure of the access point into Bellamont Forest.

- The construction of the new wall and piers commenced in April 2024 without
any consultation with any of the neighbours, the local community or any of the
various groups that enjoyed this pedestrian access into the forest amenity
area on a daily basis.

- The owner of Bellamont House is responsible for the construction and
subsequent blocking of this pedestrian access, thus preventing the enjoyment



of the amenities of Bellamont Forest walkways and access to Dromore River
for the first time in decades according to a local historian.

Please note attached to this submission is a signed list/petition, duly
witnessed by a Peace Commissioner, which sets out confirmation from
members of the local community that this access has habitually been in use
for at least 10 years prior to April 2024,

The matters for referral meet the criteria that would qualify as “development”
within the meaning of Section 3 of the Planning and Development Act. It has
also caused a material change of use of the land within the terms of this
section in that the habitual access over the land can no longer be enjoyed.
The development is of such a standard that it qualifies as “works” within the
meaning of section 2 of the Act.

The development blocks pedestrians and cyclists from accessing the forest
from the town centre to amenities which include the town lake; Coragh Lough
and the Dromore River system which encompasses much used and loved
natural looped walks around the Cootehill’'s fown environs.

A report of potential unauthorised development taking place at this location
was sent in writing and via telephone, on numerous occasions, with Cavan
County Council enforcement section throughout April and May 2024.

It was confirmed verbally that a warning letter had issued to the landowner
and a newspaper notice for a planning application was published in the Anglo
Celt a few weeks later stating an application for retention and completion of
the development would be lodged.

No such application was ever lodged with Cavan County Council.

Daily the construction works continued until such time as was evident that any
such enforcement matter was not being taken seriously by either the
landowner or the local authority.

Subsequent reports and photographs showing evidence of the works
continuing were sent to the enforcement section and senior management of
Cavan County Council.

No further action was taken and no written correspondence on reasons for

this were provided to the complainants by the County Council.



- As recently as last week works have continued at the site on Station Road
(13" September 2024) the builders were increasing the height of the wing
walls at this location.

Please Note:

In Autumn 2023 the landowner placed large concrete blocks at the entrance point
which is the subject of this referral. This action has recently been repeated at
another popular pedestrian access point into Bellamont forest (at the Dromore
River side). It is our fear that the landowner intends to block up another of the
pedestrian accesses and we have no faith that Cavan County Council
enforcement section will act in the necessary expedient fashion to prevent any
unauthorised development taking place and ensuring due planning process is
followed.

For this reason we would respectfully request An Bord Pleanala to consider this
declaration request in a timely manner.

See below, as evidence and for information, additional photos of the new
concrete blocks placed at the opposite side of the forest along the Monaghan
Road at the end of August 2024. This 'threatening behaviour’ took place in since
the Section 5 declaration was submitted to Cavan County Council.
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The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehill, has
been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and use as a
means of access to the Dromore river and Bellamont Forest area of natural
beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the blocking off

of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024.

Please sign, date & indicate approximate period you have lived in the area (e.g 5/10/20/30+ years)
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The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehill, has
been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and use as a
means of access to the Dromore river and Bellamont Forest area of natural
beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the blocking off

of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024.

Please sign, date & indicate approximate period you have lived in the area (e.g 5/10/20/30+ years)
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The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehill, has
been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and used as a
means of access to the Dromore river and Bellamont Forest area of natural
beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the blocking off
of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024.

Please sign, date & indicate approximate periad you have lived in the area {e.g 5/10/20/30+ years)

i Mol don cl— ‘qu,(al-& 30+
2 ,2.7“\ R Y ,Z::‘_ o o a;:/d;/ A 2O+
3 ‘.utnc\'i Lu,v\rj..L,J-\ ' (-:lah SO +. .
4 :Q..-"r’,— < IS E Lur 1€ L 1D /‘”ICJL( 14
s Cioeer bopact co | alay O+
¢ Weans \»\’q'.LlD\,{ (ald]pu SU+
7%’% Cn«’u-\ 1n/14 /24 S+ 4
8 PXa~da \(.G_“\‘..HA__ 1 .2 iclll'-l; 50~
10Nk Gk 12 5924 =5 4
%m - Ju-09-2¢ 3%
12 0K C(Crann e T T
13_} G A 4 -e9- 244 s
11 Nataghe, ¢ wal:né‘v-% \bh et - 2h e
15! NJSL&\-%\‘-A K4 g inaos I4. 09, 2 [ O
16 Lau-—w el o Ylalzw 1o +
17_ (LD Mae iulal 24 20+
18 (_eolia Keuye vy l2 |2y D
e /&;’7‘ (9] 9/2% s
20 Z(J""! [t % VAL 77&& 57
(Ludned loyA 492y 3o+
22 NoR M R\ sMAMGn Hz/?/ﬂ : FoT
&D\Q‘KD Ne MW\U@ fb f Q !9{‘,_ 3&"(‘

24

25




The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehill, has
been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and used as a
means of access to the Dromore river and Bellamont Forest area of natural
beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the blocking off

of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024.

Please sign, date & indicate approximate period you have lived in the area {e.g 5/10/20/30+ years}
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The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehill, has
been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and used as a
means of access to the Dromore river and Bellamont Forest area of natural
beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the blocking off

of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024.

Please sign, date & indicate approximate period you have lived in the area (e.g 5/10/20/30+ years]
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The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehill, has
been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and use as a
means of access to the Dromore river and Bellamont Forest area of natural
beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the blocking off

of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024.

Please ﬁ}n, date & indicate approximate pericd you have lived in the area (e.g 5/10/20/30+ years)
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The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehill, has
been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and used as a
means of access to the Dromore river and Bellamont Forest area of natural
beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the blocking off

of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024.

Flease sign, date & indicate approximate period you have lived in the area {2.g 5/10/20/30+ years)
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The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehill, hm,\
been habftuatly used by the public for recreational purposes and used as a
means 6f access to the Dromore river and-Bellamont Forest area of natural
beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the bloﬂﬁg off
of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024.

Please sign, date & indicate approximate period you have liwed in the area {e.g 5/10/20/30+ years)
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The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehill, has

been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and use as a

means of access to the Dromore river and Bellamont Forest area of natural

beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the blocking off

of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024.

Please srgn, date & indicate approximate period you have lived in the area {e.g 5/10/20/30+ years)
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The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehill, has

been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and used as a

means of access to the Dromore river and Bellamont Forest area of natural

beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the blocking off

of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024.

Please sign, date & indicate approximate period you have lived In the area (e.g 5/20/20/30+ years)
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The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehill, has

been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and used as a

means of accass to the Dromore river and Bellamont Forest area of natural

beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the blocking off

of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024.

Please sign, date & indicate approximate period you have lived in the area (e.g 5/ 10/20/30+ years)
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The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehill, has

been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and used as a

means of access to the Dromore river and Bellamont Forest area of natural

beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the blocking off

of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024.

Please sign, date & indicate approximate period you have lived in the area (e.g 5/10/20/30+ vears)
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The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehill, has

been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and use as a

means of access to the Dromore river and Bellamont Forest area of natural

beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the blocking off

of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024,

Please sign, date & indicate approximate period you have lived in the area (e.g 5/10/20/30+ years}
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The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehill, has
been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and used as a
means of access to the Dromore river and Bellamont Forest area of natural
beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the blocking off

of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024.

Please sign, date & indicate approximate period you have lived in the area (e.g 5/10/20/30+ years)
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The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Statlon Road, Cootehifl, has
been habitudlly used by the public for recreational purposes and.used as a
means of accéss to the Promare river and Bellarmont Forest area.of hatugal
béauty and recreatignal utility during te 10 years preceding the blocking off
of this access by the development of awall in Apri! 2024.

Pleasé sign, date & indicate spproximate period yol have fived in the ares (e g 5/10/20/30+ years)
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The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehill, has
been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and use as a
means of access to the Dromore river and Bellamont Forest area of natural
beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the blocking off

of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024.

Please sign, date & indicate approximate period you have lived in the area {e.g 5/10/20/30+ years)
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The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehill, has
been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and use as a
means of access to the Dromore river and Bellamont Forest area of natural

beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the blocking off

of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024.
PHTE

Please sign, date & indicate apprmimate period you have lived in the area (e.g 5/10/20/30+ years)
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The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehill, has
beert habitually used by the public far recreational purpases and used as a
means of access to the Bromore river and Bellamont Forest area of natural
beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preteding the blocking off
of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024,

Please sign, date & indicate approximate period you have fived in the atea (e.g 5¢10/20/30+ years)
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The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehill, has
been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and use as a
means of access to the Dromore river and Bellamont Forest area of natural
beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the blocking off

of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024.

Please sign, date & indicate approximate period you have lived in the area (e.g 5/ 10/20/30+ years)
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The undersigned herelyy ¢onflrm 2his access at Station Radd, Cootehilt, has
bean habitually used by the publicfor recreational purposes and use as a
means of access to the Dromare river and Bellamont Forest area of natural
beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the blocking off
of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024.

WPlease sign, date & indicate approximate period you have lived in the area {e.g 5/20/20/30+ years)
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Yo whom in may concern

| heraby am witness to the signatures attached that confirm from members of the local community
that this access has habitually been in use for at least 10 years prior to April 2024.

. i Y
/7 ’ :
Signed: /7 { 5 ///j i 7;
i Aiden F ick
| iden Fitzpatric
Date: Z-?/?/ Z o Z (’ Commisioner for Oaths

Drumnagress, Kill
Cootehill, Co Cavan
0876597526



