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I thony McNally

From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:
Attachments:

Cootehill Residents Group <croabf@gmail.com>
Monday 30 September 2024 1 1:53
Appeals2
ABP Ref - ABP-320707-24 / Cavan CoCo Ref - 372

Peace Commissioner Witness Statement.pdf; ABP Ref= ABP-320707-24 Cavan CoCo
Ref - 372.pdf; Signed List_Petition.pdf

ICaution: This is an External Email and may have malicious content. Please take care when
clicking links or opening attachments. When in doubt, contact the ICT Helpdesk.

FAO: Karen Hickey - Executive Officer

Re: ABP Ref - ABP-320707-24 and Cavan CoCo Ref - 372

Dear Ms Hickey

Following the conversation between Laura on behalf of St Michael's Close Residents Association and
yourself and Daniel in An Bord Pleanala on Friday 27th last, please find attached ADDITIONAL
OBSERVATIONS from our Residents Association group in relation to the referral. Please note the
attached Petition is an appendix to our observation.

As confirmed by Karen, - no additional fee is required for this additional observation.

Please find attached

1 ) Covering Letter and submission from St Michael’s Close Residents Association.
2) Signed List / Petition
3) Peace Commissioner Witness Statement attesting to the Signed Petition.

Please acknowledge receipt of this email.

St Michael's Close Residents Association.

Cootehill Residents for Open Access to Betlamont Forest
eFtoAB®gmajl.Gem
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ABP Ref – ABP-320707.24

Cavan CoCo Ref – 372

Section V application referred by Cavan

following:

TIme

County G

Whether the development of

(i) a new boundary wing walls and piers, which are in the curtilage of a protected
structure (Bellamont House Ref No CN17036 and Gate Lodge Ref No CV1703C)).

(ii) the relocation of a public access point into Bellamont Forest

(iii) the fencing/enclosure of an access habitually used by the public during the
1 C>years preceding such enclosure for recreational purposes and use as a means of
access to Dromore river and Bellamont Forest area of natural beauty and
recreational utility

Station Road, Cootehill, Co Cavan is or is not development and is or is not exempted
development.

In accordance with section 129 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as

amended) we wish to submit the following points in addition to the information

sent in and received by Cavan County Council on 6'- August 2024;

The question referred to An Bord Pleanala by Cavan County Council as

detailed on www.pleanala.ie and on documentation received by us on 3-

September 2024 differs in detail to that question which we have requested off

Cavan County Council in our application received. The detail of the section 5

referral by us to Cavan County Council is as per that detailed above in italics.

The referral from Cavan County Council to An Bord Plenala fails to include the

question of development of wing walls, relocation of public access point and

fencing/enclosure of the access point into Bellamont Forest.

The construction of the new wall and piers commenced in April 2024 without

any consultation with any of the neighbours. the local community or any of the

various groups that enjoyed this pedestrian access into the forest amenity

area on a daily basis.

The owner of Bellamont House is responsible for the construction and

subsequent blocking of this pedestrian access, thus preventing the enjoyment
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of the amenities of Bellamont Forest walkways and access to Dromore River

for the first time in decades according to a local historian.

Please note attached to this submission is a signed list/petition, duly

witnessed by a Peace Commissioner, which sets out confirmation from

members of the local community that this access has habitually been in use

for at least 10 years prior to April 2024.

The matters for referral meet the criteria that would qualify as “development

within the meaning of Section 3 of the Planning and Development Act. It has

also caused a material change of use of the land within the terms of this

section in that the habitual access over the land can no longer be enjoyed.

The development is of such a standard that it qualifies as -works" within the

meaning of section 2 of the Act.

The development blocks pedestrians and cyclists from accessing the forest

from the town centre to amenities which include the town lake; Coragh Lough

and the Dromore River system which encompasses much used and loved

natural looped walks around the Cootehill's town environs.

A report of potential unauthorised development taking place at this location

was sent in writing and via telephone, on numerous occasions, with Cavan

County Council enforcement section throughout April and May 2024.

It was confirmed verbally that a warning letter had issued to the landowner

and a newspaper notice for a planning application was published in the Anglo

Celt a few weeks later stating an application for retention and completion of

the development would be lodged.

No such application was ever lodged with Cavan County Council.

Daily the construction works continued until such time as was evident that any

such enforcement matter was not being taken seriously by either the

landowner or the local authority.

Subsequent reports and photographs showing evidence of the works

continuing were sent to the enforcement section and senior management of

Cavan County Council.

No further action was taken and no written correspondence on reasons for

this were provided to the complainants by the County Council.
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As recently as last week works have continued at the site on Station Road

(13" September 2024) the builders were increasing the height of the wing

walls at this location.

Please Note:

In Autumn 2023 the landowner placed large concrete blocks at the entrance point

which is the subject of this referral. This action has recently been repeated at

another popular pedestrian access point into Bellamont forest (at the Dromore

River side). It is our fear that the landowner intends to block up another of the

pedestrian accesses and we have no faith that Cavan County Council

enforcement section will act in the necessary expedient fashion to prevent any

unauthorised development taking place and ensuring due planning process is

followed.

For this reason we would respectfully request An Bord Pleanala to consider this

declaration request in a timely manner.

See below, as evidence and for information. additional photos of the new

concrete blocks placed at the opposite side of the forest along the Monaghan

Road at the end of August 2024. This 'threatening behaviour’ took place in since

the Section 5 declaration was submitted to Cavan County Council.
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The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehill, has

been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and use as a

means of access to the Dromore river and Bellamont Forest area of natural

beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the blocking off

of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024.

Please sign, date & indicate approximate period you have lived in the area (e.g 5/10/20/30+ years)

l

1

1

1

I

1

1

_Yr,g

4ot



(

26 (FAX:q bIC fo GILt
,( t===T\\Lt27

shtML Eli .
V+

J gt 't l&
has

fLAG-r Mr CObb\\ bE\
Uad•

.LI

Bt , a\c

eaIIt'rK boy£c;

\\ r, Y-, a-\ \td
RaJ

';taLl irl II
ST, +7/ LItA el i c,Co ., E–

Jo t /
hi/.4K\

LI \r

30 +F//Z)
bafM_ELm‘ SL_ [\ c„'\Gcb CIo)<

t,,L/i't\ , ( txt( II(I
aa* y's

Hr \ .
34

t ( tf

39

40

41

a 2

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

SO

51

52

53

54

55



(

The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehill, has

been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and use as a

means of access to the Dromore river and Bellamont Forest area of natural

beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the blocking off

of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024,

Please sign date & indicate approximate period you have lived in the area (e.g 5/10/20/30+ years)
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The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehill, has

been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and used as a

means of access to the Dromore river and Beltamont Forest area of natural

beauty and recreational utility dud@ the 10 years preceding the blocking off

of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024.

Please sign. date & indicate approximate period you have lived in the area (e.g 5/10/20/30+ years)
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The undersigned hereby confirrn this access at Station Road, Cootehi II, has

been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and used as a

means of access to the Dromore river and Bellarnont Forest area of natural

beauty and recreational utilitY during the 10 years preceding the blocking off

of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024,

Please sign, date & indicate approximate period you have lived in the area (e.g 5/10/20/30+ years]
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The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehill, has

been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and used as a

means of access to the Dromore river and Bellamont Forest area of natural

beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the blocking off

of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024.

Please sign, date & indicate approximate period you have lived in the area (e.g 5/10/20/30+ years)
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The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Coatehi iI, has

been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and use as a

means of access to the Dromore river and Bellamont Forest area of natural

beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the blocking off

of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024.
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The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehill, has

been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and used as a

means of access to the Dromore river and Beilamont Forest area of natural

beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the blocking off

of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024.

Please sign, date & Indicate approximate period you have lived in the area {e.g S/10/20/30+ years)
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The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehitl, M _

been hat#ttiatty used by the public for recreational purposes and used as a

means Df aecbss to the Dromore river and8ellamont Forest area af natural

beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the bIo a% off

of this access by the development of a waEI in April 2024. +

Please sIgn, date & IndIcate approximate period you have bed in the area (e.g 5/10/20/H)+ years)
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The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehill, has

been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and use as a

means of access to the Dromore river and Bellamont Forest area of natural

beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the blocking off

of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024.

Please sign, date & indicate approximate period you have lived in the area (e.g 5/10/20/3G+ years)
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The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Caotehill, has

been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and used as a

means of access to the Dromore river and Bellamont Forest area of natural

beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the blocking off

of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024.

Please sigQ date & indicate approximate perIod you have lived in the area (e.g 5/10/20/30+ years)
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The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehill, has

been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and used as a

means of access to the Dromore river and Bellarnont Forest area of natural

beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the blocking off

of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024.

Please sign, date & indIcate approximate period you have lived in the area (e
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The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehill, has

been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and used as a

means of access to the Dromore river and Bellamont Forest area of natural

beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the blocking off

of this access by the devetopment of a wall in April 2024.



" (

The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehili, has

been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and use as a

means of access to the Dromore river and Bellamont Forest area of natural

beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the blocking off

of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024.

Please sign, date & indicate approximate period you have lived in the area (e.g 5/10/20/30+ years)
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The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehill, has

been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and used as a

means of access to the Dromore river and Bellamont Forest area of natural

beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the blocking off

of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024.

Please sign, date & indicate approximate period You have lived in the area (e.g 5/10/20/30+ years)

\-t1

a LIU\ILIk tAJA

a iq tlIIP3 th

,-=k t:2 / 9 /
4:mk OL5

J 'tta,a/g af6

'qtoe/u A1 q7

8 hz it fia al n-R
tqa A 7C C/M '’4 (10„a. 2LI qB

Lt . cA- LL\12 \\bI bb

aLt 17113
d=+

C-14

/t’:-= =L /

P

'-==bb

D\ -n IUod) ft\ 1r[ 1

F 2 / -7 /

g

'fx–TU};
&q&S
He<5(
E'eS

be a<&CS
’?

A
.C\ Kcb,S

42 4
bP

IrF, 3
16

17

18-

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

CTGUe Ib\
LIL„ ' C', Ct

I

Ia
S

3 2 {ra

W IL –' y S

5qFnras .
-Y



q

The undersigned hereby cqnfirrn thiS access at Station Read, CQbtehill, has

been hit#tuBBy used by the pUblkf8r @cebCioAal bIn)ages and u+4 as a

means oF access ta the QroKwte river and Bell#mont FQrest areabf>B€uqt

beautyandna©ad©n1 utiiiW during the aa years WWi$8 the black}rw off

df this access by the chVelopnleR+ of a wall in Apd 1 2024.



(

The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehill, has

been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and use as a

means of access to the Dromore river and Bella mont Forest area of natural

beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the blocking off

of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024.

Please sign, date & indicate approximate period you have lived in the area (e.g 5/10/20/30+ years)
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The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehil}, has

been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and use as a

means of access to the Dromore river and Bellamont Forest area of natural

beauty and recreational utility during the :10 years preceding the blocking off

of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024.

(e.g 5/10/2G/30+ years)
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The undersigned hereby car#iNn this access at Station Road, Caoteh ill, has

been habitualiy used by the public for recreational purposes and used as a

means of access to the Dromore river and BeBarnont Forest area Qf natura4

beauty and reneatTonal utility dLIHOg the 10 years paceding the bFocking off

of this aQc©s by the deveF®pment Qf a wall in April 2024.
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The undersigned hereby confirm this access at Station Road, Cootehiil, has

been habitually used by the public for recreational purposes and use as a

means of access to the Dromore river and Bellamont Forest area of natural

beauty and recreational utility during the 10 years preceding the block}ng off

of this access by the development of a wall in April 2024.

Please sign, date & indicate approximate period you have lived in the area (e.g 5/10/20/30+ years)
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The undersigned hnelw eonfirm th}s access at StaBion RaM, COQtehill, h4s

tn&that#tuaUy used by th pub+ic for recreational purposes and use as a

Means c# auess to the Dromore river and BellamWtt Forest aea of natyrd

tnauty and re€na banal utilitY during the 10 years Heading the blockirB off

of this access by the development of a waR in Al>$ 2024.

aease sign, date & Irxjcate approximate Mod you hove lived in ttn Brea {e.g 5/&O/20/30+ years}

,Qq' q.A_.,, 1, }''1/%/tl, . af hdr{ ,
2,A'l£.\ld \ /,', llc ,Ll 7./ /,/4 .. „ „ „ LIZ,-t, ye“„Y,

LI #:
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To whom in may concern

I hereby am witness to the SIgnatures attached that confIrm from members of the local communIty
that this access has habitually been in use for at least tO years prior to AprIl 2024.

Signed:

Aiden Fitzpatrick
Commisioner for Oaths

Drumnagres sf Kill
Cootehill, Co Cavan

0876597526

Date: 2 g/ V/ 2dZQ


